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Abstract

From the perspectives of sociology of art, this analytic study of traditional carvings in
Taiwan has a three-fold research purpose. First, it discusses the carving contents,
expression of symbols and cultural representation of traditional carving context. Second, it
analyzes the social relations, networking in the functioning mechanism, as well as the
“cultural capital” of masters groups. Third, exemplified by the developrﬁent of
Kung-Kang and San-I, this study discusses the nature and change of the folk art field in
contemporary society. Essentially, this study offers a different perspective on the issues of
contemporary folk art field. It also provides an opportunity to reconsider the aesthetics of
visual representation of folk carvings. Moreover, the issues on the development of art
social groups, network functions and relations inside contemporary folk art field are
studied and analyzed. It is hoped that this study would help to better understand the
development of folk art society in Taiwan.
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