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Abstract

This article is based on the perspective of cognitive development in building a
developmental model and pedagogy of visual thinking from a constructivist viewpoint.
The author introduced the perspective of life-span cognitive development, and integrated
the formal and postformal operations to construct the developmental levels of visual
thinking. Further, the author adopted the notions of constructivism to propose the general
principles in the pedagogy of visual thinking: 1. Let the students construct visual thinking
and expressive forms with various levels initially. 2. Instructional process of visual
thinking is transactional and dialectical. 3.Instructional contexts are understood by
students’ construction. 4.Instructional activities should be constrained by the zones of
potential constructions. 5. Successful imitation of artistic expression activity does not
guarantee understanding. For a pedagogy of the arts, the approach for life-span cognitive
development approach could be applied to different educational stages. The pluralistic
reality viewpoint of ontology of constructivism concords with the innovation emphasized
by humanities and arts discipline, and the inter-subjectivity point of view in epistemology
of constructivism also fits the essence of visual communication. The above reasons
suggest that this tentative model is worth conducting empirical research and
experimenting in real teaching settings.

Keywords: constructivism, formal operation, pedagogy, postformal operation, visual
thinking
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THHESER S LTI KEARE) - E R TRRIRA A -

BRIE - A NEFRHREREET - NMEFHBRE IR » SR
FREIVEEATREEENTEEE R - NEEREREFRIRE "2
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